[bookmark: _GoBack]David Middleton was CEO of the UK branch of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development for 13 years and founder and for 22 years CEO of the MEBC, the UK Midlands business network focussed on sustainable development. He retired from both in 2014.

Bond is back – but not quite as you know him! 
Nearly 25 years have slipped away since a group of us debated how we might contribute to the 1992 UN Environmental Summit in Rio. We wondered how to get the subject of sustainable development “mainstreamed.” We considered the conundrum of why politicians should be bothered by such matters if the public that votes for them isn’t. None of the ideas we identified came to fruition but that need to “popularise” the subject has never left me. Indeed, it has been fuelled in the intervening decades as I have hammered away at the business community about the need to equally consider social, environmental and economic values rather than be driven by economic short-termism. Business responded by shattering my faith in CSR through the misdemeanours of VW, Tesco, Barclays and others. Elections have come and gone with, for instance, hardly any reference at all to climate change. But then why should politicians focus on issues that voters show little interest in? Their prerequisite objective is to get re-voted! 
My "green epiphany" moment came in the late 1990's when I first read about the Aral Sea in Uzbekistan. Once the world's fourth largest inland sea - bigger than England - it is now no more than a toxic sludge pond of pollution. It happened because Soviet Union engineers diverted water from filler rivers to irrigation systems for cotton and rice growing areas. It was a plan driven by blinkered economic aspirations. The consequential depletion of the Aral Sea has seen 40,000 jobs lost as a once thriving fishing industry was decimated. The once lively port of Muynak is now 60 miles from what is left of the sea and a ghost town. The remaining population suffers health challenges from the polluted particles blown to them from the toxic pollution.
To me it is the classic consequence of narrow minded, short-term driven economics. It has created environmental and social disaster and tragedy and, ironically, economic calamity. What continues to drive me to bang the drum about the need to equalise the consideration of all three values is the global infatuation about economic values - short termism - growth - and the exclusion of equality of concern about the values of environmental protection and social well-being. There is a sound argument that the current global catastrophe of people in their millions being forced to leave their homes and homelands is a product of narrow minded, economically driven, greed motivated politics.
So, back to the need to popularise the subject. One route not tried before with any gusto is the media of adventure books. So that is my new ambition. I now have two published, both cocktails of fact and fiction. The first, The Final Shah Mat, was self-published via Amazon. The recently launched second, The Acionna Projects, is published by Austin Macauley.
I have found the process of fiction writing absolutely fascinating. What arrives on the page comes as much as a surprise to me as the subsequent reader. The plots and the characters evolve as the story progresses. So the choice of name for my hero arrived on the page and left me thinking – “is that crazy? Is that legal? But I have adopted the name Bond and leave time to test if it was a good idea or not. My Bond rebukes Fleming for choosing his family name for his 007 character. And he reproaches his father for giving him a feminine sounding Christian name – Gene. But then his dad was a Johnny Cash fan with memories of “A Boy Named Sue”. So my Bond is truly a reluctant hero.
Both books provide me with opportunity to rant about matters dear to my heart. The Final Shah Mat is about the disconnect between voters and politicians. Nearly half the population of the US doesn’t bother to vote. Some 58% of the European population did not vote at the last elections. The discontent between people and their governments appears manifest. So the theme of my first novel was a plot to encourage California to leave the United States of America! It ends in Switzerland with a battle on Lake Geneva. The Acionna Projects focuses on water as a critical natural resource under growing global pressure and a plan involving three major dams, in China, Europe and America. Its bloody finale is on the Hoover Dam. The third book, currently in writing, is about climate change and especially the melting of the permafrost in Siberia and the growing strategic importance of the Bering Strait.
Whether or not they will succeed in spreading the message only time will tell. But it will help endorse my epitaph which I believe should say – “well, at least he tried!” 
